

English Language 2008
Question No. One:                                                                    (30 points)                                                                                             

Reading comprehension passages     

Q1.  Read the short passage. The reading is followed by 5 questions about it. There are four possible answers (A-D) for each question. Choose the best answer and circle it. Each question is worth 2 points. (10 points)
Not Very Musical

As we had a long walk through one of the markets of old Delhi, we stopped at a square to have a rest. After a time, we noticed a snake-charmer with two large baskets at the other side of the square, so we went to have a look at him. As soon as he saw us, he picked up a long pipe which was covered with coins and opened one of the baskets. When he began to play a tune, we had our first quick look at the snake. It rose out of the basket and began to follow the movements of the pipe. We were very much surprised when the snake-charmer began to play jazz tunes and popular modern songs. The snake, however, continued to “dance” slowly. It obviously could not tell the difference between Indian music and Jazz!

1. Why did the snake rise out of the basket?

a. The people wanted to see it.                    

b. The snake followed the movements of the pipe.

c. The snake-charmer opened one of the baskets.

d. The snake-charmer began to play a tune. 

2. What was the snake-charmer’s pipe covered with?

a. coins                 b. metal                   c. pennies                       d. bells
3. According to the passage, they stopped at a square because

a. They noticed a snake-charmer.                  

b. They wanted to have a rest.

c. There was a market.                             

d. A snake-charmer was playing a pipe.

4. The pronoun “him” line 3 refers to

a. The snake         

b. The snake-charmer      
c. The two baskets           

d. The pipe

5. According to the passage, the snake probably “danced”:

a. By listening to the Indian music.                          

b. By following the movements of the snake-charmer’s pipe.

c. By listening at the snake-charmer.

d. By listening to the jazz.  

Q2. Read the short passage. Write (T) for true or (F) for False. Each sentence is worth 2 points.   (10 points)

A New House

I had a letter from my sister yesterday. She lives in Nigeria. In her letter, she said that she would come to England next year. If she comes, she will get a surprise. We are now living in a beautiful new house in the country. Work on it had begun before my sister left. The house was completed five months ago. In my letter, I told her that she could stay with us. The house has many large rooms and there is a lovely garden. It is a very modern house, so it looks strange to some people. It must be the only modern house in the district.

1. His sister will not get a surprise when she comes.    ___________
2. Work on it had begun before she left.    ___________

3. He has invited her to stay with them.       ___________
4. The house has got many large rooms and a lovely garden.   ___________
6. He has a modern house in the country.   ___________
Q3. Read the reading passage and answer the questions. Each question is worth 2 points. (10 points)

Comprehension Passage

Application for admission to the Graduate School at this university must be made on forms provided by the Director of Admissions. An applicant whose undergraduate work was done at another institution should request that two copies of undergraduate transcripts and degrees be sent directly to the Dean of the Graduate School. Both the application and the transcripts must be on file at least one month prior to the registration date, and must be accompanied by a non-refundable ten-dollar check or money order to cover the cost of processing the application.

Students who have already been admitted to the Graduate School but were not enrolled during the previous semester should reapply for admission using a special short form available in the office of the Graduate School. It is not necessary for students who have previously been denied admission to resubmit transcripts; however, new application forms must accompany all requests for reconsideration. Applications should be submitted at least eight weeks in advance of the session in which the student wishes to enroll. Students whose applications are received after the deadline may be considered foe admission as non-degree students, and may enroll for six credit hours. Non-degree status must be changed prior to the completion of the first semester of study however. 

1. Where would a student get application forms for admission to the university?

2. Which documents must be on file a month before the registration date?

3. What should students who have been admitted to the Graduate School do?

4. How much does a student pay to cover the cost of processing the application?

5. Who is a non-degree student?

Question No. Two:                                                                   (30 points)
Structure

Q1. Choose the correct alternative in each of the following. Each sentence is worth 
(2 points).
1. How long ______ Jenny?             Five years. We ______ in 2001.
	a. did you know                 
	met

	b. have you known             
	have met

	c. have you known             
	met

	d. did you know
	have met


2. Our final exams ______ by the end of June.

	a.  finish
	b.  finishes 
	d.  are finishing
	c.  is finishing


3. As Ahmed ______ home, he ______ an old friend from school.

	a. walked        
 
	ran into                       

	b. was walking         
	ran into

	c. walked        
 
	was running into   

	d. was walking          
	was running into


4. Nadia ______ a lonely child for four years, but now she ______ a baby sister!

	a. was             
	is having                       

	b. has been          
	is having

	c. was             
	has                                

	d. has been           
	has


5. Listen! The boys ______ the piano!

	a.  play
	b.  plays
	d.  are playing
	c.  is playing


6. Omar ______ a big party for his friends next week.

	a.  throws
	b.  has thrown
	d.  is throwing
	c.  threw


7. The children ______ when ______ I home last night.

	a. were sleeping         
	arrived

	b. slept
	was arriving

	c. was sleeping
	arrived

	d. slept
	have arrived


8. Sara's grades are so bad! She ______ to study harder.

	a. should 
	b. shouldn't  
	d. had better not
	c. ought


9. She came yesterday, but he ______ there.

	a. aren't
	b. weren't
	d. wasn't
	c. isn't


10. We ______ a big black book under the bed last night.

	a. find
	b. finds
	d. found
	c. founded


11. While we ______ back home, we ______ a terrible accident on Red Street.

	a. drove
	saw

	b. were driving
	were seeing

	c. were driving
	saw

	d. drove
	were seeing


12. Our plane ______ at 6.30 tomorrow.

	a. take off
	b. takes off
	d. is taking off
	c. has taken off


13. They ______ wear shorts at their old school.

	a. didn't could
	b. couldn't
	d. can't
	c. shouldn't


14. ______ pay for this extra stamp?

	a. Must we
	b. Do we must
	d. Have we. 
	c. Are we


15. You ______ pay your bill until you receive the package.

	a. can not
	b. must not
	d. need not
	c. have not


Question No. Three:                                      (30 points)
Vocabulary      
Q1.  Look at the items from A-E and match them with these definitions.  (10 points)

A. Annual Percentage Rate                      B. Unemployment figures

C. Average monthly salary                       D. Bank prime rate

E. Gross foreign debt

1. The monthly payment paid to employees.      ______

2. The yearly interest rate.  ______
3. The amount of money owed by the country. ______
4. The bank lending rate.  ______
5. Those people in a country who do not hold a job. ______
Q2.  Choose the best word to fill each gap from A, B, C or D. Each sentence is worth 2 points. (20points) 

1. Even after their recent heavy expenses, they still found there was a healthy ______ in their bank account.

	a. rest

	b. remainder

	c. balance

	d. basis


2. As the builder wanted cash for the work he had done, she had to go to the bank personally to ______the money herself.
	a. take off

	b. take out

	c. take over

	d. take in


3. It was considered a very good time to apply for a ______to buy the house because interest rates were very low.
	a. pledge

	b. promise

	c. mortgage

	d. borrowing


4. Before they could borrow a large sum of money to buy the house, they had to make sure they had enough money to be able to make a ______payment.

	a. down

	b. through

	c. low

	d. base


5. All the ______you make on your internet account are recorded so that you can check the details at any time.
	a. movements

	b. deals

	c. activities

	d. transactions


6. I'm afraid this cheque will be of no value until you have put your ______on it.
	a. signature

	b. signs

	c. signing

	d. signed


7. The bank refused to ______the money order because the customer had no proof of identity.
	a. receive

	b. take

	c. accept

	d. enter


8. Under the rules laid down by the bank there is a ______on the amount of money you can get out from a cash machine in any one day.
	a. limiting

	b. restriction

	c. restricting

	d. limitation


9. The bank clerk at the counter did not know the customer and in view of the large amount of money involved was naturally ______about paying out the sum on the cheque.
	a. concerned

	b. careful

	c. conscious

	d. cautious


10. The bank will simply not let you ______any money unless you can prove that you have been in regular employment for at least three years.

	a. lend

	b. loan

	c. borrow

	d. remove


Question No. Four:                                                              (10 points)

Writing 

You are a financial manager for a bank. You have been asked to go to a meeting at your bank's head office. You can not go, so your assistant will go in your place.

Write an email to Peter Brown who is organizing the meeting:

· Apologizing for not being able to go to the meeting.

· Explaining why you can not go.

· Saying who will go.

Write 30-40 words.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

End of Exam
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